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Scaphoid #s $$$$
• Diagnosis still missed

− “Wrist Sprain”
• Delayed Union
• Non - Union
• Avascular necrosis
• Diagnosing Union



“The Problem Bone”



Blood Supply



Delayed Healing



Non union 









Planningg Bone Graft





Scaphoid #s



Healed or 
NOT!!!!

Need to Remove the plaster 



The Form!!!!

?? Scaphoid #
Fall pushbike

Right Scaphoid

• 1 Day ? #  ( Cast Off )
• 10 Days ? # ( Cast Off )
• 6 weeks ? Healed ( cast 

Off - then reapply with 
tape until union 
confirmed ) 

• 3 months   ? Healed

Teenage Boofhead Boy



Scaphoid Fractures

• If negative x-ray Day 1 and 
• Clinical suspicion of fracture
• OR Form Says ? Scaphoid #  

• =>           MRI & Splint  
• Not f/up xray at 10/7



Scaphoid Fractures
• MRI Scan 

− T1 best for Fx line
− T2 or PD easiest to see bone oedema

• EVERYONE  (GP,  Radiographer, Radiologist 
should reinforce need for Immediate splintage 
until diagnosis confirmed

• A Normal XR & Normal CT DOES NOT 
EXCLUDE A SCAPHOID # at Day 1



Scaphoid Fractures

PD FS



Scaphoid Fractures

T1



Scaphoid CT
• DOES NOT EXCLUDE AN ACUTE 

FRACTURE
• Good for: 
• 1. Assessing known fractures

− displacement
− deformity

• 2. Assessing fracture Union



Sanders  Views



Scaphoid CT



Scaphoid CT



Scaphoid CT



Scaphoid CT
Count the number of images showing fracture union

>50 %  = United



Planning Bone Graft





The End
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